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Soon after retiring in 2010 from heading the French Department at Penn High School,
Susan Van Fleit was looking for opportunities, beyond travel, to use her French. She found
that opportunity in Bill Brady’s conversational French class at Forever Learning.  It did not
take her long to become comfortable in the close-knit class that had been together for
years.  She became so comfortable that Bill asked her to help teach the class. Team
teaching transitioned into solo teaching for her as semesters went by.  
 
Susan speaks admiringly of Bill who passed away this year. “He was such a lovely, vibrant
man.”  His former students, wanting to do something to perpetuate his name, established a
scholarship in his honor for anyone wishing to pursue any language class at Forever
Learning. Susan has kept Bill’s tradition of a carry-in of French food at the end of each
semester. “The group is so friendly and knows each other so well; it is a natural way to
end.” 
 
Teachers like Bill and Susan do touch lives.  Susan credits her middle school teacher with
inspiring her to study French.  She earned her undergraduate and graduate degrees from
Indiana University. Her middle school teacher was not the only influence in her choice of
study.  Her parents, who were multilingual, provided the groundwork for her love of
language, linguistics and the history of language. 

Instructor Interview
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FLI  JOINS COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION ENDOWMENT

by partnering with the Community Foundation,” Paul Stevenson, President of the FLI
Board of Directors, said. 
 
“The foundation has provided over $80 million in support of nonprofit organizations in our
community over the past 20-plus years, so we welcome the opportunity to work with them
to build and grow an endowment fund that will help support the mission of FLI and its
students for decades to come.” 
 
The Community Foundation’s total endowment currently approaches $200 million, built
through years of generous contributions from individuals and organizations, as well as
significant growth and income from investments.  Each year, a portion of the investment
proceeds are reinvested in the community in the form of grants, scholarships and
leadership initiatives. 
 
These annual expendable funds help sustain nonprofit programming throughout the
county, which enhances our community and makes it a better place to live.  “We want to
be forward-thinking in our approach, a kind of financial sustainability, if you will, ensuring
that resources are not only available now, but will be for the coming generations of
seniors, too,” Stevenson added.  
 
A recent and unexpected gift to Forever Learning from a former student, Richard Heisman,
helped make the creation of this long-term endowment possible.  Heisman, who passed
away earlier this year, earmarked a portion of his estate for Forever Learning.  His bequest
combined with another significant donation and recent fundraising events, afforded the FLI
Board the opportunity to take this important and strategic step now. 
 
“It’s clearly a win-win situation, both for Forever Learning and the greater St. Joseph
County community,” FLI Treasurer, Joe Mancini, said.  “We couldn’t be more pleased to
have made this historic move.” 

Paul Stevenson and Joe Mancini sign the official documents
for the Community Foundation endowment.

In a strategic move symbolic of our
current growth trajectory and fiscal
strength, the Forever Learning
Institute created an endowment fund
with the Community Foundation of St.
Joseph County this fall, establishing a
broader community presence and
resource that will benefit future
generations of FLI students.  
“We are excited to establish the first
endowment fund in the 44-year history
of the Forever Learning Institute  
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Special Thanks to our Benefactors
We appreciate the extraordinary support we received for the 2018 fall semester from the

alumni and friends of Forever Learning Institute. Each and every gift, whether monetary or in
kind, large or small, has a direct impact on our students and programs

Teaching at Forever Learning is decidedly
different from her experiences with high
school students. “Learners (here) are so
enthusiastic and appreciative.” She
receives e-mail thank you messages from
her students. “Older students are so
interesting, have so many life experiences
to share. They are accomplished.” 
 
The French program enjoys a large
presence at FLI, including four
experienced instructors that are meeting a
growing interest in the language. “Knowing
the language is a step into another
culture.”   
 
“We have an opportunity to use the
language in a country very close to us. You
do not have to travel across the ocean. We
are fortunate to have a French speaking
neighbor in Quebec.” 
 
Each of her French classes ends with “à la
prochaine” or “see you next time.” She
views her class as “more of a sharing than
a teacher/student relationship.” This year
with a native speaker in her group, Susan
believes that she is always learning
something, too, and looks forward to being
with them each week. She is grateful to be
a part of this community of lifelong
learners.
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$5 ,000 +

President

$500 +

Brian Moloney, Primrose Retirement Community 

Faculty

$ 1 ,000 +

Anonymous, Ray Camosy, Ralph Radecki, Paul Stevenson, Toscana Catering,

University of Notre Dame 

Professor

$ 1  TO  $500

Spike Abernathy, Dianne Andrews, Susan Antonovitz, Charles Ault, Barnaby's - The Family

Inn South Bend, Barnaby's Mishawaka, Denise Berscheit, Virginia Bertoni, Bonefish Grill,

Marie Brady, Breadsmith, Barbara Brogle, Kathryn Burke, Mary Ann Campbell, Charles

Carlin, Judith Carlson, Lenore Cassady, Joanne Cauchi, Suzanne Cierzniak, Diane Corbett,

CoreLife Eatery, Ron Cosner, Ruth Craft, Donnabelle Cramer, Michael Crowe, Marian

Crowe, Nancy D'Antuono, Margaret Deboer, Marsha DeFreeuw, Joy DeLaurelle, Judy

Dominy, Martha Dunn, East Bank Emporium Restaurant, Judy Edington, Kathy Elliot,

Errands and much more, Marcia Everett, Fernwood Botanical Gardens, Joan Fetters,

Friends of the Snite Museum of Art, Ann Germano, Ginni Gionfriddo, Frederick Greiner,

Gurley Leep Automotive, Mary Haas, Carol Halperin, Sally Hamburg, Carol Hanson, Patricia

Hoffman, Janet Howard, Michael Hudson, Greg Humnicky, Janice Hunter, Isabel Jakab,

William Johnson, Kelli Kalisik, Thomas & Madreen Karle, Christine Kelley, Janet Kelsey,

Lloyd Jr Ketchum, Elizabeth Krieg, Kevin Krizman, Kroger, Eleonore Langheinrich,

Kathleen Lawton, Joann Lewandowski, Karen Lindley, Rebecca Link, Barbara Lorch,

Macri’s Trattoria, Laurie Martin, Cyndy Martin, McAlister's Deli – Mishawaka, Sharon

McManus, J Patrick McManus, Montel Menting, Carol Mooney, Mary Ann Moran, Mossberg

& Company Inc. Printing, Ruth Munneke, Christine Murdock, Al and Carol Niemier, Oh

Mamma's On The Avenue, Olive Garden, Imelda OMalley, Kazimir J & Dorothy Odrcic, June

Pabst, Mary Paul, Leslie Penn Podell, Marlys Power, Judy Quinn, Renaissance Executive

Forum, Jan Seabaugh, Bill Sechowski, Kathy Sechowski, Kristie Sherburn, Eve Sobol, Millie

Steveken, Nancy Strauss, Strikes & Spares Entertainment Center, Jeannine Sunshine,

Cynthia Szucs, Thomas Szymanski, Sally Taelman, Karin Taylor, Jeanette Taylor, The

Original Pancake House,  The South Bend Chocolate Factory, Trinity Health, Martin Troyer,

Linda Turnock, Lee Utterback, Jennifer Van Doren, Susan Van Fleit, Mary Vanderkam,

Vintage Charm, Visiting Angels Michiana, Monika Wayne, Mary Kay Welle, Susan Widman,

Maggie Wiseman, Joseph Wolter, Noel Wycliff, Yesterday’s, Catherine Yuhas. 

The Father Louis Putz, C.S.C. 
Memorial Contributions

VanFleit continued from p.1

For those who have blessed
us with gift pledges, these

thoughtful estate and deferred
giving commitments ensure
that a vibrant FLI will be here

for our students and the
community for many years to
come. On behalf of our future

students, we thank you.

Rev. Marianne Chalstrom, Richard R Heisman Estate,  

$2 ,500 +

Dean
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Instructor Memorial
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Students filled 1390 seats at FLI last semester! 

Trivia Night 

The Underwriting of this newsletter was provided by:

Crowe, Kathy Elliot, Joan Fetters, Mary Haas, Janice Hunter,
Elizabeth Krieg, Eleonore Langheinrich, Cindy Martin, Nancy
Sechrest, Karin Taylor, and Susan Van Fleit. 
Brady passed away September 10, 2018. He graduated from
Northwestern University after serving in the U.S.Army during
World War II, and then attended the University of Michigan
where he received a master's degree. He went on to teach
French, speech, and drama at John Adams High School in
South Bend, as well as direct plays and musicals until his
retirement in 1988.  
He enjoyed playing cards, his bridge groups, and gardening
as well as teaching French, and participating in line dancing
at Forever Learning. 

Forever Learning Gift Certificates for classes are
available in our office and can be purchased in

increments of $45.00. What could be better than a gift of
friendship, physical health and intellectual challenge! 

 
Stop in our office and include the gift of Forever Learning

for your loved ones.

A Gift of Learning

In honor of their long-time instructor
and friend, William E. Brady, Forever
Learning's Conversational French
students have collected more than
$500 to be used for scholarship
assistance for future FLI students. 
Contributors to this memorial include:
Dianne Andrews, Susan Antonovitz,
Joanne Cauchi, Ron Cosner, Marian 

FLI is preparing the ultimate battle for trivia supremacy,
and if you thought last year was great, don't miss round
two. 
 
Teams of eight will gather Saturday, February 9 in the
Little Flower Parish Center Gymnasium.  Doors open at
6:30 p.m. and competition begins at 7 p.m. Our entry fee
is $100 per team. A cash bar for beer, wine and soda
will be offered. Teams bring their own snacks. 
Space is limited, so register today. 

Record breaking enrollments continue...

The Battle Continues


